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many years, and took the’ whole of their  railway orders and 
engagements. His  probity  and  integrity of purpose were such, 
and so generally  known by  all  with whom he was connected, that 
the firm of Abbot and Co. offered to accept him as a partner some 
time  after  he came to London. Mr. Boyd occasionally took part 
in the discussions at  the  Institution of Civil  Engineers, but  failing 
health for some years  prevented his  attendance at the meetings. 
I n  politics he was a Liberal,  and  in  the borough of Chelsea, where 
he resided, his  personal interest  and friendship  were given  to  Sir 
Charles W. Dilke,  Bart., &LP. His ideas were ever of progress and 
the common weal, and he  was especially well  able to judge of 
the question of Capital versus Labour. Mr. Boyd was elected an 
Associate of the  Institution on the  7th of December, 1852. He 
died a t  Eastbourne on the  17th of October, 18i8. 

M R .  CHARLES CURREY, the only son of the  late Rev. Charles 
Currey,  Vicar of Heath, Derbyshire, waB born a t  Borden, Hent, 
on the  9th of June, 1833. He was  educate& a t  Marlborough 
College, and, on the  death of his  father  in 1852, entered the 
service of the  Great  Northern  Railway Company, then  under  the 
management of the  late Blr. Seymour Clarke, Assoc. Inst. C.E. 
This service afforded an excellent practical  training,  and Mr. 
Currey,  after  passing  through various  grades, by  his  great  ability 
and  industry became superintendent of the  line,  and it was  the 
general opinion of those best able to judge,  that  had,  he remained 
in  this  country, a distinguished position among railway managers 
here, awaited him. The  Great  Northern  railway  has furnished 
many of the most competent  officers  for the traffic service and 
general management of Indian railways, and, at  the  beginning 
of 1863, Mr. Curriy applied  for the  Indian agency (then  vacant) 
of the  Great  Indian  Peninsula Railway Company. He was un- 
successful in  securing  this post. the nominat,ion of the Board of 
Directors  for the  appointment  falling  to  the  late Admiral, then 
Captain, Sherard Osborn, R.N. Mr. Currey’s aptitude for  a posi- 
tion of this  nature was, however, recognised by  the Government 
Director  for Indian  railways, Mr. Juland Danvers, who shortly 
afterwards recommended him  to  the Board of Directors of the 
Bombay, Baroda, and  Central  India  Railway Company, as a 
suitable successor to  their  agent,  then  about  to  retire. Com- 
munications followed, which  resulted in  the  Indian agency of that 
company  being  accepted by Mr. Currey, who proceeded to  Bombay 
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in  April 1865. The Bombay, Baroda, and  Central  India  railway 
had  then been for only  a short time opened to Bombay, the exten- 
sion of the  line from Surat  southward to Bombay having been 
carried out  after  the section from Surat  northward  to Baroda and 
Ahmedabad was built. 

In India Mr. Currey’s intelligeace  and power of application 
found plenty of opportunities,  while his  ability  and capacity for 
good service were fully  and  constantly recognised, both by  the 
Board of Directors whom he  represented, and  by  the  authorities 
of the Bombay Government with whom he  was in continuous 
communication on behalf of the company. His cautious tact, 
sound judgment,  and  practical character led  to  his nomination by 
the Bombay Government as member of a  Government Commission, 
appointed  in 1872, to  report on the subject of the connection of the 
port of Carwar  with  the  interior,  by  railway passing over the 
Ghauts;  and  shortly  afterwards, when, in 1873, the municipal 
constitution of Bombay was considerably changed, and  the 
element of election by popular vote was  introduced into  the 
assemblies charged with  the local government of the  city, Mr. 
Currey received the compliment of being appointed by Govern- 
ment  the  first  chairman of the  then newly-created Town Council. 
In  this position he did  valuable service, and  greatly  facilitated,the 
regular  and  practical  working of a  new  organisation intended to 
give  the  ratepayers  and householders in  the mixed community of 
Bombay increased control  over their local municipal affairs. Mr. 
Currey  held  this position until  early  in 1875, when in  failing 
health  he  returned to England on  furlough. While  in  England 
on this occasion he offered himself, with  the  full consent of the 
directors of his own company, as a candidate for the Secretary- 
ship, then vacant, of the North Eastern Railway Company, and 
was one of four  candidates selected as the best qualified out of 
a large number, from whom the final  nomination was made. 
But  this nomination did not fall on Mr. Currey, and he conse- 
quently  went back to  India. His health, however, gradually  gave 
way, and therefore  when, on the  death of Mr. J. A. Baynes, for 
many  years  secretary of the Bombay, Uaroda, and  Central  India 
Railway Company in  London, the Directors offered the post to Mr. 
Currey, he  gladly accepted it, and  left  the tropics. He  had only 
held  this  last  appointment for  about  two  years and a half, when 
death removed him, on the  11th of September, 1878. Mr. Currey 
has  left  many friends, who appreciated his worth. On hearing of 
his death,  the Bombay Government issued a  Gazette Extraordinary, 
in which they acknowledged the good service he  had rendered 
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to his company, to  the  city of Bombay, and  to Government, and,  in 
doing so, they only expressed the feeling of all who knew him. 

Mr. Currey was  a Justice of the Yeace and a Fellow of the 
University of Bombay. He was elected an Associate of the 
Institution on the 7th of December, 1875. 

NR. THOMAS BARKABAS DAFT was  born at  Birmingham, in  
1816. He was early apprenticed to a clever mechanic named 
Egginton, who, among other occupations, was in  the  habit of 
making models for engineers. Here  Daft learned his business so 
promptly  that at  the age of fifteen he constructed  a small  working 
steam-engine entirely  with his  own  hands. A year  or  two  after- 
wards  he commenced business as a model and  instrument  maker 
on his own account;  and at  the  age of nineteen, having saved 
601118 money, he joined his  father  in a larger business as  iron 
founders, and  manufacturers of metallic hot houses, erecting  large 
structures of the  kind  in various parts of the kingdom. 

I n  1839 he resumed the manufacture of philosophical apparatus, 
and soon afterwards  he was consulted by  the  late Mr. Brockedon 
on the  manufacture  and use of india-rubber,  which had been 
recently much  improved by  the process of “ vulcanizing.” Nr. 
Daft  at once saw  the  great capabilities of the improved material, 
and  he devoted himself with  energy  to its applications, which 
occupied him more or less for the whole of his subsequent life. 
One of the earliest uses he  put i t  to  was  to form the “ elastic 
bands ” which  are now in such every-day use. He proposed the 
plan of making a  series o l  them  in concentric  circles, and designed 
at once the machine  which has ever  since been exclusively used 
for cutting  out  the whole series a t  one blow. His inventions  and 
improvements in regard to  india-rubber  attracted much attention, 
.and  he was soon afterwards engaged by  the firm of Charles 
Macintosh & Co. to manage their extensive india-rubber works 
at Manchester-a post he filled with  great  advantage  to  them 
and  credit  to himself for many years. 
In 1856 he joined, as  managing  partner,  the ‘‘ Irish  Engineering 

Company,” who had a large  establishment  in  Dublin ; but  the 
business was  not prosperous, and  he  lost  by it a considerable 
property. At  later periods he  was connected with  india-rubber 
manufacturing works at  Tottenham  and  at Northampton. 

Mr. Daft  was  an ingenious and prolific inventor,  twenty-eight 
patents being taken  out between 1839 and 1877 in  his name. 
Many of these  had to  do with  the aubject he had made  peculiarly 
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